Third nerve palsy due to cerebral artery aneurysm in a child.
We report a case of cerebral aneurysm in a seven-year-old girl who presented with subacutely progressive third nerve palsy. To our knowledge this is the youngest reported patient with this condition. Confusion with myasthenia gravis occurred because of improvement in the patient's ptosis after intravenous edrophonium chloride. Cerebral CT revealed a hyperdense mass that was characterised on cerebral angiography as an aneurysm of the posterior communicating artery. Another occult aneurysm of the posterior cerebral artery was found at surgery. This case demonstrates that third nerve palsy due to cerebral aneurysm may affect patients at a younger age than has previously been recognised. Therefore we suggest that even young children should have aneurysm excluded by cerebral CT and angiography if they present with acquired third nerve palsy involving the pupil. In addition this case highlights the false-positive results that may occur with the edrophonium chloride test for myasthenia gravis.